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THE  THINGS  THAT  MAKE  FOR  PEACE 

"Would  that  even  today  you  knew  the  things 
that  make  for  peace."     (Luke  19:42) 


Jesus  needed  the  city  and  the  city  needed  Jesus. 
The  result  was  the  first  Palm  Sunday.   Jesus  was, 
among  other  things,  a  prophet,  and  prophets  have  a  way 
of  living  out  of  phase  with  the  moods  and  events  of 
their  day.   Hence,  on  that  momentous  occasion  when 
Jesus  entered  the  Holy  City  to  the  accompaniment  of 
spirited  shouts  and  partisan  acclamations  His  heart 
was  heavy . 

Twice  in  His  life  He  wept.   Once  in  the  presence 
of  a  dead  friend.   Once  on  His  way  to  a  dead  city. 
"And  when  He  drew  near  and  saw  the  city  He  wept  over 
it  saying,  'would  that  even  today  you  knew  the  things 
that  make  for  peace.'"   (Luke  19:4-2) 

Peace  was  in  the  very  name  "Jerusalem."   Popular 
etymology  suggested  that  that  name  meant  "vision  of 
peace."   The  quest  for  peace  -  shalom,  wholeness, 
health  -  was  the  resident  longing  in  the  heart  of  all 
who  lived  there.   Yet,  for  all  of  its  architectural 
splendor,  for  all  of  its  economic  well-being,  for  all 
of  its  diplomacy  with  Rome,  for  all  of  its  cultic 
prominence  and  theological  acumen  the  city  of  David's 
dream  and  Solomon's  dedication  failed  at  the  point 
that  mattered  most.   It  did  not  know  the  things  that 
make  for  peace .   Else ,  as  St .  Paul  was  to  comment 
later  on ,  "they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of 
glory."   (I  Cor.  2:8) 


It  is  one  thing  to  cry  for  peace  and  quite  anoth- 
er matter  to  discern  the  things  that  make  for  peace. 
We  humans  have  a  way  of  espousing  ends  while  spurning 
the  means  by  which  those  ends  could  be  realized.  We'd 
like  to  be  trim,  but  we  recoil  from  the  rigors  of 
diet  and  exercise.   We'd  like  to  be  cultured  -  without 


studying  too  hard.   We'd  like  to  sing,  but  practicing 
is  tedious.   We'd  like  clean  government,  but  prefer  not 
to  be  involved  in  politics.   We'd  like  to  crush  infla- 
tion, but  we  won't  submit  to  wage  and  price  controls. 
We'd  like  peace  in  Vietnam,  we  say,  but  not  at  the  ex- 
pense of  victory. 

It  was  such  blindness  that  Jesus  lamented.   "When 
He  drew  near  and  saw  the  city  He  wept  over  it  saying, 
'would  that  even  today,  (even  at  this  eleventh  hour) 
you  knew  the  things  that  make  for  peace.'"   During 
Jesus'  infancy  Herod's  ferocity,  emanating  from  this 
same  Jerusalem,  had  driven  the  holy  family  into  Egypt. 
That  same  ferocity,  now  amplified  many  times,  would 
five  days  hence  drive  Him  from  the  city  to  a  cross. 
"0  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  killing  the  prophets  and 
stoning  those  who  are  sent  to  you!   How  oft  would  I 
have  gathered  your  children  together  as  a  hen  gathers 
her  brood  under  her  wings,  and  you  would  not!"   (Luke 
13:34-35)   "Would  that  even  today..." 


There  are  two  fronts  on  which  the  human  heart 
craves  peace.  We  want  peace  within  ourselves.  We 
want  peace  among  ourselves. 

Peace  within  ourselves.   There  is  a  peace  that 
is  possible  to  man  in  spite  of  outward  circumstance. 
It  is  the  peace  that  carpets  our  souls,  wall-to-wall, 
when  we  know  that  all  is  well  between  ourselves  and 
God.   It  was  this  peace  that  Jesus  knew  throughout  His 
earthly  life.   It  was  this  peace  that  Jesus  bequeathed 
to  his  disciples,  and  to  us,  that  night  in  the  Upper 
Room  when  He  said,  "Peace  I  leave  with  you;  my  peace 
I  give  to  you;  not  as  the  world  gives  do  I  give  to  you. 
Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled,  neither  let  them  be 
afraid."   (John  14:27) 

What  are  the  things  that  make  for  peace  within? 
They  are  at  least  two  in  number.   The  first  is  humility, 
Humility  to  acknowledge  that  we  are  the  makers  and  the 
carriers  of  our  own  unrest.   Our  dis-ease  comes  from 
the  inside  out,  not  from  the  outside  in.   It  is  not 
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the  surrounding  social  order.   It  is  not  the  nation. 
It  is  not  the  world's  tumultous  condition.   As  the  old 
Negro  Spiritual  has  it: 

"It's  me j  it's  me,  it's  me,  0  Lord, 
standing  in  the  need  of  prayer." 

Shakespeare  in  "King  Lear"  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
Edmund  these  words:   "This  is  the  excellent  foppery  of 
the  world,  that,  when  we  are  sick  in  fortune,  -  often 
the  surfeit  of  our  own  behaviour,  -we  make  guilty  of 
our  disasters  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars:  as  if 
we  were  villains  by  necessity;  fools  by  heavenly  com- 
pulsion; knaves  and  treachers  by  spherical  predomi- 
nance; drunkards,  liars,  and  adulterers  by  an  enforced 
obedience  of  planetary  influence;  and  all  that  we  are 
evil  in,  by  a  divine  thrusting  on;  an  admirable  evasion 
of  whoremaster  man,  to  lay  his  goatish  disposition  on 
the  charge  of  a  star!"^- 

On  one  of  the  earliest  Earth  Days  two  years  ago 
someone  was  found  carrying  a  banner  that  bore  the 
words:   "We  have  found  the  enemy  and  he  is  US." 

The  second  condition  that  makes  for  peace  within 
is  faith.   Faith  to  surrender  our  lives  to  God,  sins 
and  all;  and  to  accept  His  acceptance  of  us.   In  the 
cross  God  solicits  this  surrender.   There  God  met  our 
worst  with  His  best.   There  He  secures  us  in  His  love. 
There  He  claims  us  for  Himself.   There  He  restores  our 
souls,  shows  us  His  will  and  empowers  us  to  do  it. 

This  is  what  the  Scriptures  mean,  at  least  in 
part,  by  the  term  "salvation."  By  faith  we  can  know 
a  peace  that  passes  knowledge.   A  peace  that  prevails 
independent  of  earthly  circumstance.   A  peace  that 
abides  whether  we  be  in  prison  or  out ;  whether  we  be 
in  sickness  or  in  health;  whether  we  be  spirited  or 
dis-spirited;  whether  we  be  employed  or  un-employed; 
whether  we  be  surrounded  by  friends  or  isolated;  wheth- 
er we  be  joyful  or  bereaved.   This  is  peace  within. 
It  is  a  gift  of  grace  that  we  appropriate  through 
humility  and  faith. 
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Is  it  not  true  that  a  man  isn't  much  good  to  any- 
one else  until  he  knows  this  peace  for  himself?  "Keep 
the  boat  steady,"  the  man  said  to  Jim  Hawkins  in 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson's  novel,  Kidnapped.   "How  can 
I  keep  it  steady,"  replied  the  lad,  "when  I'm  not 
steady  inside?"   "...  would  that  even  today  you  knew 
the  things  that  make  for  peace."   (Luke  19:24b) 


The  other  peace  men  crave  is  peace  among  them- 
selves.  Neighbor  with  neighbor.   Class  with  class. 
State  with  state.   Nation  with  nation.   Private  peace 
is  not  enough,  we  need  public  peace  as  well. 

While  peace  within  men  rises  from  humility  and 
faith,  peace  among  men  rests  on  community  based  on 
justice"!  "  " 

History  reveals  the  sad  fact  that  all  too  often 
those  who  claim  inner  peace  have  been  indifferent  to 
justice,  while  those  who  work  for  justice  have  been 
indifferent  to  faith!   The  church,  unfortunately,  at 
so  many  points,  while  celebrating  the  joy  of  believ- 
ing in  Christ  has  neglected  the  real  needs  of  the 
world  outside.   For  every  hymn  in  our  Christian  heri- 
tage that  asks  God's  help  to  right  wrong  and  estab- 
lish justice  there  are  literally  hundreds  of  hymns 
that  exalt  the  virtues  of  piety  and  trust! 

This  divorce  between  public  and  private  peace  is 
inconsistent  with  Biblical  religion.   The  prophets 
time  and  again  pointed  out  the  need  for  Israel  to 
establish  justice  within  her  gates.   The  old  Deuter- 
onomic  law  made  it  very  clear:   "If  there  be  among 
you  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy  brethren  within  any  of 
thy  gates  in  thy  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth 
thee,  thou  shalt  not  harden  thine  heart,  nor  shut 
thine  hand  from  thy  poor  brother.   But  thou  shalt 
open  thy  hand  wide  unto  him,  and  shalt  surely  lend 
him  sufficient  for  his  need,  in  that  which  he  wanteth. 
Thou  shalt  surely  give  him,  and  thine  heart  shalt  not 
be  grieved  when  thou  givest  unto  him;  because  for  this 
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thing  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  bless  thee  in  all  thy 
works,  and  in  all  that  thou  puttest  thine  hands  unto. 
For  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land ;  I 
commend  thee  saying ,  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide 
unto  thy  brother ,  to  thy  poor ,  and  to  thy  needy  in  thy 
land."   (Deut.  15:7-11) 

Jesus  was  a  friend  of  the  oppressed,  the  outcast 
and  the  unwanted.   Do  you  hear  what  this  means?   It 
means  that  had  you  lived  In  the  days  of  His  flesh  you 
would  not  have  found  Him  in  high  society.   You  would 
not  have  found  Him  among  the  theologically  elite.  You 
would  have  found  Him  with  the  poor,  the  disinherited, 
and  the  unwanted.   He_  was  their  man  and  they  were  His 
people.   And  this  is  where  He  would  have  us  be.   He 
told  us  so  in  that  overwhelming  "inasmuch,"  that  trails 
the  parable  of  the  final  judgment:   "Inasmuch  as  ye 
did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
did  it  unto  me."   (Mat.  25:40)   That  passage,  if  it 
stood  alone ,  would  be  enough  to  keep  us  from  a  false 
spiritualization  of  the  Christian  life. 


Today  is  a  bold  print ,  large  type ,  landmark  Sun- 
day in  the  distinguished  history  of  The  Riverside 
Church.   On  this  Sunday  we  are  able  to  witness  again 
to  the  fact  that  we  are  concerned  about  peace  within 
men  and  peace  among  men.   We  launch  today  The  Riverside 
Fund  For  Social  Justice,  hopeful  that  over  a  three- 
year  period  we  will  reach  the  goal  of  $450,000. 

There  are  many  things  that  one  might  say  in  com- 
mending this  cause.   Let  me  just  briefly  touch  on 
three.   First,  the  focus  of  this  fund  is  the  island 
of  Manhattan.   We  are  concerned  for  the  needs  of  the 
whole  wide  world  but  we  are  peculiarly  responsible 
for  the  needs  of  our  own  home  town!   How  strange  that 
human  beings  tend  to  romanticize  needs  that  are  dis- 
tant, while  removing  themselves  from  needs  that  are 
near.   Manhattan  is  our  focus.   We  are  concerned  about 
what  is  going  on,  and  what  is  not  going  on,  in  our  own 
backyard . 
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Second,  this  fund  is  expressly  and  exclusively 
and  altogether  for  people .   There  are  not  very  many 
capital  fund  drives  that  I  know  of  that  have  been  em- 
barked upon  by  churches  where  the  only  goal  is  people . 
Most  churches  when  they  go  after  large  sums  of  money 
have  in  mind  the  renovation  of  a  plant,  the  building 
of  an  edifice,  or  the  acquisition  of  property.   We 
have  in  mind  no  property,  no  renovations,  no  expansion 
of  physical  facilities.   Free  in  Christ  from  concern 
for  self,  we  are  free  to  express  concern  for  others. 

Third,  the  money  that  we  raise,  by  God's  grace, 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  chosen  organizations  with- 
out any  control  on  our  part.   We  have  no  control  over 
these  agencies.   What's  more,  we  want  no  control.  There 
are  no  strings  attached. 

I  am  growing  more  and  more  into  the  conviction 
that  we  are  never  more  the  church  that  Christ  would 
have  us  be  than  when  we  turn  outward  toward  the  world 
for  which  He  died. 

Frequently  I  have  seen  in  business  places  a  sign 
that  reads:   "We  service  what  we  sell."   On  still  other 
occasions  I  have  seen  a  "revised  standard  version"  of 
that  sign  which  reads:   "We  service  only  what  we  sell." 
In  other  words,  if  you  didn't  buy  that  cheap  vacuum 
cleaner  here,  don't  bring  it  in  to  us  when  it  breaks 
down.   There  is  a  hint  of  snobbishness  in  that.   "We 
service  only  what  we  sell." 

The  business  of  the  church  historically  is  to 
service  what  we  do  not  sell.   We  do  not  sell  drugs, 
but  we  service  the  addicted!   We  do  not  sell  poverty, 
but  we  service  the  needy!   We  do  not  sell  trouble,  but 
we  service  the  distressed!   We  do  not  sell  oppression, 
but  we  service  the  aggrieved! 

This  is  what  makes  for  excitement.   Frankly 
speaking,  and  off  the  record,  some  churches  are  just 
plain  dull.   Watching  them  is  like  watching  an  inter- 
national mahjong  tournament,  or  a  battleship  getting 
painted.   Excitement  has  crackled  around  The  Riverside 
Fund  For  Social  Justice  since  its  inception.   Should 
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we  do  it?   How  should  we  do  it?   When  should  we  do  it? 
Because  of  this  venture  we  are  talking  to  each  other 
and  understanding  each  other  in  new  ways.   We  are  throw- 
ing out  fresh  lines  of  communication  into  our  city. 
Folks  who  never  knew  us  before  are  now  aware  that  we 
are  here.   It  is  an  exciting  situation  because  we  are 
forging  new  connections  with  history  in  the  name  of 
Him  who  is  the  Lord  of  history! 

I  sincerely  hope  that  knowing  the  things  that 
make  for  peace,  we  will  do  them.   They  need  it!   We 
have  it !   Let ' s  give  it ! 


FOOTNOTE : 


Shakespeare,  William,  "King  Lear,"  Act  I,  Scene  II 
The  Complete  Works  of  William  Shakespeare,  p.  1031 
Walter  J.  Black,  New  York 


-  7  - 


A  subscription  to  the  annual  sermon  series, 
SERMONS  FROM  RIVERSIDE,  approximately  40  in 
number,  may  be  made  by  sending  a  check  for 
$6.50  payable  to  The  Riverside  Church,  to: 

The  Publications  Office 
The  Riverside  Church 
490  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.Y.  10027 


72/12 


